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SOVIET  SCHOOLS  OP  GENERAL  EDUCATION  IN  THE  NEW  PHASE 

OP  THEIR  DEVELOPMENT 


/This  is  a  translation  of  an  article  written  by 
L*  Il’yushin,  Minister  of  Education  BSSR,  in  Korn-' 
munist  Belorussii  (Communist  of  Belorussia),  No  5s 
Minsk,  May  1959*  pages  8=15^7 


The  Soviet  government  builds  its  schools  in  such  a 
way  that  they  serve  the  people,  bring  knowledge  to  the 
workers,  promote  the  development  of  abilities  and  talents 
of  the  growing  generation,  educate  it  in  the  spirit  of  com¬ 
munism,  and  form  a  materialist  ideology  in  youth.  Our 
schools  have  achieved  great  success  in  raising  a  remarkable 
generation  of  young  people  who  dedicate  all  their  knowledge 
to  the  building  of  communism  and  to  selfless  devotion  to 
their  motherland.  In  scope  and  level  of  development  of  pub¬ 
lic  education  our  country  knows  no  equals.  This  is  clearly 
apparent  also  on  the  example  of  the  Belorussian  SSR© 

In  the  pre-revolutionary  period  Belorussia  was,  econo¬ 
mically  and  culturally,  one  of  the  backward  hinterlands  of 
tsarist  Russia,  There  were  no  more  than  50  students  per^ 
thousand  people j  about  50  percent  of  the  population  was  illi¬ 
terate,  The  tsarist  government  had  obstructed  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  national  culture  of  the  Belorussian  people  and 
had  deliberately  kept  the  workers  in  ignorance. 

In  the  years  of  the  Soviet  regime  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Communist  party  and  with  the  brotherly  assistance 
of  the  great  Russian  people,  as  well  as  other  peoples  of  our 
country,  the  Belorussian  people  achieved  vast  progress  in 
the  development  of  industry  and  agriculture  and  in  increasing 
the  material  prosperity  and  cultural  level  of  the  workers. 

In  the  Belorussian  SSR  illiteracy  among  adults  has  been  dis¬ 
continued  forever,  a  compulsory  seven-year  general  education 
has  been  realized,  and  secondary  education  has  been  widely 
developed  in  cities  and  rural  districts.  At  present  12,Ij.06 
schools  of  general  education  with  1,275*000  pupils,  among 
them  about  190,000  In  the  eight  to  tenth  classes,  are  in  ope¬ 
ration  in  the  republic© 
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Before  the  October  revolution  there  was  not  one  higher 
educational  institution  on  the  territory  of  the  Belorussian 
SSR*  whereas  at  present  there  are  over  110,000  students  m 
the  25  higher  educational  institutions  and  105  technical  schools 
of  our  republic.  One  of  our  greatest  achievements  is  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  numerous  cadres  of  national  intelligentsia*  The  army 
of  teachers  numbers  over  80,000  people,  and  a  total  of  21^,000 
specialists  with  higher  and  secondary  education  are  at  work 
in  various  branches  of  the  national  economy  and  agriculture* 
■While  we  are  justified  in  taking  pride  in  the  progress 
achieved  in  the  development  of  public  education,  we  cannot 
fail  to  see  the  new  tasks  which  have  arisen  before  the  schools 
or  to  be  aware  of  the  school *s  backwardness  in  relation  to 
present-day  requirements*  The  aims  of  communist  building,, 
brought  forward  by  the  21st  Party  Congress,  demand  a. drastic 
strengthening  of  the  connection  between  school  and  life  and 
a  radical  reconstruction  of  the  entire  system  of  education  of 
young  students.  The  question  of  the  necessity  to  reorganize 
the  schools,  raised  on  the  initiative  of  Comrade  H.S,  Khrush¬ 
chev,  has  found  quick  response  among  the  broad  masses  of  wor¬ 
kers*  Measures  towards  the  further  development  of  the  system 
of  public  education  worked  out  by  the  party  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  have  received  the  unanimous  support  and  approval  of  all 

Soviet  people o  .  ,  , 

The  Communist  party  has  indicated  that  the  consistent 
realization  of  the  principle  of  combining  education  with  so- 
cially-useful  labor  must  become  the  main  link  in  the  reorgani¬ 
zation  of  schools*  The  great  importance  of  this  principle 
had  been  more  than  once  emphasized  by  V*I0  Lenin*  He  had 
pointed  out  that  the  young  generation  "must  organize  all  the 
tasks  of  their  studies  in  such  a  way  that  every  day,  in. every 
village  and  every  city,  young  people  be  made  to  solve  in 
practice  any  of  the  problems  of  common  labor,  be  it  the. smal¬ 
lest  or  the  simplesto"  (Works,  Vol  31,  p  274-) »  Labor  is  a 
powerful  means  of  communist  education.  In  the  process  of  la¬ 
bor  the  abilities  and  talents  of  children  become  revehled 
and  developed,  and  the  high  moral  qualities  of  our  youths  be¬ 
come  shaped.  '  _  ...  , 

The  training  of  thoroughly  educated  people  with  a  good 

knowledge  of  scientific  principles  and  capable  of  doing  sys¬ 
tematic  Trork  and  the  cultivation  in  young  people  of  a  deep 
respect  for  the  principles  of  socialist  society  and  a  desire 
to  be  useful  to  society  and  participate  actively  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  material  values  necessary  to  society  must  become 
the  main  object  of  the  school.  It  is  necessary,  from  the 
very  first  years  of  the  training  of  children*  to  prepare  them 
psychologically  and  practically  for  the  participation  in  so- 
c 1 ally-us e f ul  labor*  Beginning  at  the  age  of  15-1° >  all 
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young  people  must  be  enrolled  in  productive  labor,  and  all 
of  their  further  education  must  be  organically  tied  to  life 
and  to  the  practice  of  communist  building » 

After  the  20th  Party  Congress,  certain  measures  towards 
overcoming  the  alienation  of  education  from  life,  towards  eli¬ 
minating  abstractness  and  formalism  from  the  teaching  and  the 
learning  of  students,  were  put  into  practice  in  the  republic. 
Certain  changes  aiming  at  the  realization  of  polytechnic  edu¬ 
cation  and  the  acquainting  of  students  with  the  application 
of  scientific  laws  to  industry,  have  been  made  in  curricula 
and  programs,  and  the  relationship  of  theory  and  practice  in 
the  process  of  training  has  become  closer.  Study  of  the  bases 
of  industrial  and  agricultural  production  and,  in  a  number  of 
schools,  the  industrial  specialization  of  students  have  been 
put  into  practice.  This  experiment  has  been  fully^ justified. 
In  the  Orsha  secondary  school  No  1,  industrial -training 
practice  and  vocational  training  are  carried  out  on  the  base 
of  a  machine-tool-building  plant  and  a  sewing-machine  plant. 

In  1958,  a  total  of  40  out  of  ij.7  tenth-class  pupils  received 
the  specialty  of  lathe-operator  and  milling-machine  operators. 
All  of  them  do  good  work  in  enterprises  of  the  city  of  Orsha0 
In  the  Gorodeya  secondary  school  of  Nesvizhskiy  Rayon, 
practical  agricultural  studies  are  carried  out  in  kolkhoz 
fields  and  animal  husbandry  farms.  During  the  last  two  years 
1^0  of  the  graduating  students  of  that  school  became  speciali¬ 
zed  tractor  operators,  60  —  assistant  combine  operators, 

20  --  film  technicians,  and  26  --  automobile  drivers. 

Industrial  student  brigades,  as  one  of  the  forms  of 
industrial  training  and  enlistment  of  school  children  in  fea¬ 
sible  socially«.usd£M‘ labor,  have  become  prevalent  in  the 
kolkhozes  of  the  republic.  They  combine  the  study  of  scien¬ 
tific  principles  with  the  pupil’s  participation  in  a  variety 
of  agricultural  operations  during  the  whole  year. 

However,  the  basic  mass  of  our  school  still '.Operates 
in  the  old  way.  Practice  has  shown  that  the  problem  of  over¬ 
coming  the  alienation  of  education  from  life  cannot  be  sucess- 
fully  solved  within  the  frames  of  the  old  set  system  of 
school  education.  Life  demands  that  the  whole  content  of 
school  work  and  its  purpose  fully  correspond  to  the  tasks  of 
communist  building  in  the  new  stage  of  the  development  of  our 
country. 

The  secondary  school  is  facing  the  full  strength  of 
the  problem  of  the  necessity  of  providing,  in  senior  classes, 
side  by  side  with  general  and  polytechnical  education,  also 
professional  training  in  concrete  forms  of  labor,  in  order 
to  speed  up  young  peoples’  participation  in  the  practical 
activities  of  various  branches  of  the  national  economy.  In 
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this  connection,  the  completion  of  secondary  education  is 

divided  into  two  stages.  The  first  step  ^ J^foi^all  chil- 
tion  will  be  the  eight-year  school,  compulsory  for  all  cn 
dren  of  sev^  to  15-16/  The  transition  to  general  eight- 
wn7,  education  will  be  a  new  big  step  ahead  in  the  develop 
ient  of  popular  education.  Increasing  the  time  of  compulsory 
i  -uv  a  vear  will  allow  to  raise  the  standard  of  training 

and  polytechnic  education,  and  i^ove nthittwill1hf1pf s?lvehS 
rnr.  ^nMallv-useful  labor.  In  addition,  it  will  help  soive 

the  problem  of  finding  suitable  jobs  for  the  young  people  be¬ 
cause  of  the  older  age  of  graduates  of  eight -year  schools. 

the  task  of  the  eight-year  school  includes; J^tice  • 
of  scientific  principles  in  connection  with  Ilf e  and  Practice » 
realization  of  the  labor,  physical,  moral,  and  esth  etic  edu 
cation  of  pupilsj  and  their  training  for  the  subsequent  mas- 
fgiZ  of  industrial  specialties.  The  eight-year  school  will 
be  uniform  in  content  and  volume  of  learning  in  cities  as  we 
as  in  rural  districts.  In  small  settlements  elementary  four- 

class  schools  will  remain  in  operation.  carried 

The  teaching  in  the  republic’s  schools  will  oe  carried 

out  as  hitherto,  in  the  mother  language.  The  decision  as  to 
what  kind  of  school  with  regard  to  ^^eteachinglanguaie 
children  should  be  sent  to  is  left.wiJa  the  parei  • 
the  study  of  the  Russian  language  m  schools .with  Belorussian 
_  t-ue  teaching;  language,  cl?  of  the  Belorussian  language  in 
school  with  SlcciS  as  the  teaching  language,  this  too  should 
he  carried  out  according  to  the  wishes  of  pupils  and _p^enti s. 
This  treatment  of  the  problem,  as  it  : is  quite  rightly  in  1 
cated  in  theses  of  the  CC  CPSU  and  the  Council  of  Ministers 

USSR,  will  give  the  parents  the  right  ,^0  decide  eliminate’ ad- 
ffupge  will  he  obligatory  for  the  child,  it  will  eliminate  ad 
minis testing  of  any  kind  in  this  importantmatter;and  it 
will  allow  to  finish  the  excessive  burdening  of  pupils  with 

language^studies.^  ^  ^  schools  with  the  Belorussian  or 

any  othe#  hs  the  teaching  language,  pupi ^  means 

voluntary  basis,  the  Russian  language  which  is  a 
of  international  communication  and  of  the  consolidation  of^ 
tte  SSSdshxp  of  peoples  of  the  USSR,  and  of  thexr  partici- 
nation  in  the  wealth  of  Russian  and  world  culture.  For  us 
the  study  and  knowledge  of  the  Belorussian  language  is very 
important  as  the  main  element  and  means  of  the  development  of 
the  national  culture  of  the  Belorussian  people.  Baaa^® 
this  the  study  of  the  Belorussian  language  should  be  encour 
aged  and  perfected  in  every  possible  way  in  schools  with 
Russian  as  the  teaching  language  as  well. 
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The  Ministry  of  Education  has  worked  out  projects  of 
curricula  for  the  new-type  schools,  and  the  compiling  of  pro¬ 
grams  and  text  books  is  being  worked  on0  In  addition 'to  this, 
it  is  important  to  draw  as  close  to  life  as  possible,  the  pe¬ 
dagogical  and  training  process,  and  to  secure  for  the  students 
a  proper  volume  of  solid  and,  as  far  as  possible,  complete 
knowledge,  practice  and  skills*  At  the  same  time,  it  is  neces 
sary  to  avoid  overburdening  the  pupils  with  studies  and. to 
prevent  the  programs  from  becoming  blocked  with  unnecessary 
and  secondary  material. 

The  task  put  before  the  beginners’  classes  Is  to  teach 
the  children  to  read,  write,  and  count  well,  to  develop  their 
speech  and  thinking,  to  give  them  elementary  knowledge  and 
bonception  of  nature  and  society,  and  teach  them  the  simplest 
habits  of  work.  An  Important  place  in  the  educational  and 
training  work  of  schools,  specially  in  the  ideological  educa¬ 
tion  of  young  people,  will  be  assigned  to  the  teaching  of 
languages,  belles-lettres,  history,  and  geography.  The  tra- 
ning  of  thoroughly  educated  people  requires  a  deep  study  of 
the  natural  conditions,  history, ’ economics,  and  culture  of 
their  motherland  and  other  countries  of  the  world,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  social  development. 

An  important  place  in  the  eight-year  school  will  be 
assigned  to  labor  education,  to  the  inculcation  of  practical 
habits,  during  labor  classes  as  well  as  during  school-free 
hours,  by  means  of  enrolling  the  pupils  in  soci ally-useful 
labor  and  self-service  suitable  to  their  age.  The  time  set 
aside  for  work  in  school  workshops  and  for  training  practice 
in  experimental  and  training  sections  will  be  increased,. 

In  the  process  of  practical  studies  the  p&plls  will  become 
acquainted  with  the  technological  properties  of  various  mate¬ 
rials!  they  will  acquire  practice  and  ability  in  the  treatment 
of  wood  and  metals,  and  in  setting  up  of  electrical  installa¬ 
tions,  and  they  will  learn  to  manufacture  objects  necessary 
in  everyday  life.  Girls  will  acquire  skills  necessary  in 
household  management. 

More  attention  will  be  given  to  the  esthetic  education 
of  pupils  during  lessons  in  literature,  drawing,  singing  and 
music;  to  the  development  of  their  artistic  taste  and  ability 
to  understand  the  content  and  means  of  expression  of  musical, 
initiative,  and  other  forms  of  arts.  The  physical  education 
will  be  carried  out  during  physical-culture  studies  in  regu¬ 
lar  and  extra-curriculartime  as  well  as  in  the  process  of 
students*  participation  in  various  forms  of  physical  labor. 

The  transition  to  compulsory  eight -year  education  in 
accordance  with  the  new  curriculum  is  intended  to  begin  in 
the  1959-1960  school  year  and  to  be  completed  during  the 
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196241963  school  year.  In  the  course  of  this  period  of  time, 
new  textbooks  will  be  prepared  and  published*  During  the 
195941960  school  year,  classes  first -to~f if th  will  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  new  •  curriculum  and  programs  and,  during  the 
following  two  years  —  classes  sixth  and  seventh.  Graduation 
from  seven-yedr  schools  will  not  be  contemplated  in  1962,  since 
all  seyen^class  pupils  will  have  to  continue  their  education 
in  eight -year  schools  until  the  completion  of  studies.  During 
this  time,  seven-year  schools  will  be  transformed  into  eight- 
year  schools. 

It  is  most  important  to  make  a  correct  plan  of  the 
school  network  in  order  to  secure  the  absolute  realization  of 
the  eight-year  general  education  and  the  future  development 
of  secondary  education.  The  reorganization  of  the  school  net¬ 
work  must  not  result  in  any  kind  of  deterioration  in  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  schools  to  the  people.  It  is  necessary  to  increase 
the  responsibility  of  parents  as  well  as  that  of  party,  state, 
trade-union,  and  Komsomol  organizations,  for  the  fulfillment 
of  the  law  of  compulsory  education  of  children.  Our  whole 
community  must  become  involved  in  this  cause.  Every  case  of 
non-attendance  at  school  by  children  without  valid  reason 
should  be  discussed  in  worker’s  collectives*  in  enterprises, 
kolkhozes,  institutions  and  organizations.  In  order  to  im¬ 
prove  conditions  for  the  realization  of  general  education, 
we  will  have  to  extend  the  network  of  school  dormitories,  or¬ 
ganize  the  transportation  of  pupils  to  and  from  schools, 
should  they  live  at  a  distance  of  three  to  four,  or  more  kilo¬ 
meters*  and  organize  hot  meals  for  school  children. 

Young  graduates  of  eight-year  schools  will  complete 
their  full  secondary  education  in  secondary  evening  (shift) 
schools  or  in  correspondence  schools  of  general  education, 
worker’s  polytechnic  schools  with  industrial  training,  as 
well  as  in  technical  schools  and  other  special  educational 
institutions.  Young  people  will  study,  without  discontinuing 
industrial  labor,  in  secondary  general -education  evening 
(shift)  schools.  For  this  part  of  the  young  generation  tech¬ 
nical  vocational  schools,  all  kinds  of  courses,  as  well  as 
individual  and  brigade  pupilage  directly  at  the  plant s0  will 
be  the  transitions  stages.  Depending  on  the  concrete  working 
conditions  of  factory-school  students,  studies  in  these  schools 
may  be  conducted  either  in  the  evening  or  in  the  daytime,  or 
else  they  can  be  organized  on  the  basis  of  education  by  cor¬ 
respondence  and  non-attendance  studies.  In  rural  districts 
such  schools  may  be  seasonal,  that  is  in  operation  mostly  du¬ 
ring  fall  and  winter  periods  when  the  youths  are  less  busy 
with  agricultural  labor.  Improvement  of  the  qualifications 
of  students  in  youth’s  schools  will  be  secured  by  studies  of 
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special  subjects  the  content  of  which  will  depend  on  the  com¬ 
position  of  the  student  groups  wishing  to  perfect  themselves 
in  any  of  the  available  industrial  specialties,  or  acquire 
new  ones*  The  number  of  these  schools  must  be  considerably 
increased  in  order  to  involve  in  the  training  all  youths  and 
girls  wishing  to  redeive  full  secondary  education  without  dis¬ 
continuing  industrial  l^hor*  It  is  expected  that,  in  the 
Course  of  the  seven-year  plan,  the  number  of  pupils  in  the 
senior  classes  of  young  workers’  secondary  schools  will  in* 
crease  from  30,000  to  68,000,  and  those  of  young  farmers’ 
schools  from  £,000  to  27,000*  By  the  end  of  the  seven-year 
plan,  the  number  of  pupils  of  secondary  correspondence  schools 
will  increase  from  3# 800  to  l£,000* 

For  the  purpose  of  creating  favorable  conditions  for 
studies,  it  is  important  to  solve  the  problem  of  shortening 
somewhat  the  working  day  or  working  week  of  those  young  people 
who  successfully  combine  industrial  labor  with  studies  in 
schools  of  general  education.  Managers  and  the  trade-union 
organizations  of  enterprises,  institutions  and  sovkhozes,  and 
kolkhoz  boards  of  administration  must  create  suitable  condi¬ 
tions  for  the  successful  work  of  young  worker’s  and  farmers’ 
schools:  whenever  necessary,  they  must  secure  school  premises, 
encourage  in  every  possible  way,  the  completion  of  the  youths’ 
secondary  education  and  the  perfecting  of  their  industrial 
qualifications,  and  be  mindful  of  the  uninterrupted  attendance 
of  classes* 

In  schools  of  general  education  with  industrial  train¬ 
ing  the  pupils  will  receive  full  secondary  education  and  the 
vocational  training  necessary  for  work  in  any  of  the  branches 
of  national  economy  or  culture*  Industrial  training  and  so- 
cially-useful  labor  will  be  carried  out  in  training  and  indus¬ 
trial  shops  of  enterprises,  in  student  brigades  of  kolkhozes, 
in  experimental  and  training  farms,  ahd  in  schools  and  inter- 
sohool  Industrial-training  workshops* 

Secondary  schools  with  industrial  training  may  be  com¬ 
posed  of  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  11th  classes  or,  jointly  with 
eight-year  schools,  of  first-to-llth  classes*  The  educational 
content  of  these  schools  is  composed  of  general  educational 
subjects  as  well  as  of  technical  and  special  courses  giving 
the  pupils  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  necessary  for 
certain  specialties.  About  two  thirds  of  the  school-hours 
will  be  spent  for  the  completion  of  secondary  education,  and 
one  third  for  industrial  training*  The  correlation  of  theory 
and  practice  as  well  as  the  rotation  of  study  and  labor  periods 
must  be  fixed  in  relation  to  the  type  and  complexity  of  special 
ties  for  which  the  pupils  will  train.  Certain  secondary  school 
already  contemplate ' the  introduction,  during  the  coming  1959- 
1960  school  year,  of  industrial  training,  starting  with  the 
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ninth  class,  and  the  extension  of  the  term  of  studies  for  one 
more  year*  During  the  following  years,  the  number  of  such 
schools  will  gradually  increase  and,  by  the  beginning  of  the 
1963-1964  school  yeah*  all  of  the  now  existing  10-year  schools 
will  be  reorganized  into  secondary  schools  with  industrial 
training  and  will  fully  adopt  the  new  curriculum  and  programs. 

The  vocational  training  of  schoolchildren  will  be  car¬ 
ried  out  on  the  basis  of  enterprises  of  the  machine-building, 
chemical,  construction,  textile,  timber  and  woodworking,  and 
footwear  industries,  as  well  as  in  various  enterprises  of  lo¬ 
cal  and  cooperative  industries©  In  addition  to  this,  special 
attention  should  be  given  to  key  trades  offering  opportunities 
for  mass  enrollment  of  youths  in  production  labor,  and  one 
should  also  take  into  account  the  peculiarities  of  the  use  of 
female  labor  in  national  economy© 

In  schools  of  the  rural  districts,  pupils  of  the  ninth- 
to-eleventh  classes  will  receive  on  the  basis  of  local  kolk¬ 
hozes  and  RTS  ^Radio-telegraph  stations/  general  agronomic 
and  technical  training  in  agriculture  and,  in  addition,  special 
training  in  one  of  the  branches  of  agricultural  production 
necessary  for  work  in  the  field  of  tillage,  animal  husbandry, 
mechanization  and  electrification  of  agriculture,  and  construc¬ 
tion* 

It  is  equally  expedient  to  organize  the  training  of 
cadres  for  work  in  the  systems  of  trade,  consumers*  coopera- 
tines,  and  every-day  repair  and  other  services  to  the  people* 
The  type  of  industrial  training  in  each  school  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  executive  committees  of  oblast,  city  and  rayon 
soviets.  With  this  it  will  be  expedient,  for  each  single 
school,  to  carry  out  industrial  training  in  not  more  than  four 
trades. 

In  a  number  of  the  republic’s  schools  work  towards  the 
organization  of  industrial  training  for  the  coming  school  year 
has  already  begun.  It  is  a  new  and  rather  complicated  under¬ 
taking.  A  good  organization  of  industrial  training  of  pupils 
will,  in  many  ways,  depend  on  the  creative  approach  and  local 
initiative,  and  on  assistance  which  enterprises,  kolkhozes, 
sovkhozes  and  corresponding  departments  who  should  give  their 
utmost  attention  to  vocational  training  of  pupils,  will  give 
to  schools  and  organs  of  public  education* 

In  schools  of  the  second  stage,  the  present  standard 
of  general  and  polytechnic  education,  established  for  10-year 
schools,  will  be  preserved  and  even  raised.  The  relationship 
of  training  and  practice  will  be  closerj  the  study  material, 
especially  for  natural-science  and  mathematical  subjects,  will 
be  supplemented  by  information  about  the  latest  achievements 
of  science  and  technology*  Thus,  for  example,  while  the  pre¬ 
sent-day  schools  allot  in  their  first -to-tenth  classes  ipL 
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percent  of  the  time  for  subjects  of  the  polytechnic-cycle  and 
industrial  training,  the  eleven-year  schools  allot  it  50.6 
percent  of  the  time» 

A  new  type  of  educational  and  training  institutions  — 
boarding  schools  --  will  be  widely  developed  in  the  republic. 
They  will  operate  in  accordance  with  the  curricula  and  pro¬ 
grams  of  eight -year  and  11-year  schools.  The  experiment  of 
the  first  years  of  the  work  of  boarding  schools  testifies  to 
the  great  future  of  this  type  of  educational  and  training  in¬ 
stitution.  At  present,  there  are  18  boarding  schools  with 
aboxit  2,700  children  in  the  republic.  During  the  coming  sep¬ 
tennial,  the  number  of  children  enrolled  in  boarding  schools 
will  be  sharply  increqsed.  While  the  contingent  of  boarding- 
school  pupils  all  over  the  USSR  will  increase,  during  the  sep¬ 
tennial,  on  the  average,  14  times,  in  our  republic  it  will 
increase  more  than  30  times,  and  by  the  1965-1966  school  year 
it  will  amount  to  112,000  people.  Sixteen  new  boarding 
schools  with  4,800  pupils  will  be  opened  already  during  the 
current  year.  Model  boarding  schools,  each  with  a  capacity 
of  300,  are  under  construction  at  present,  and  will  operate 
at  the  Smolevichi  and  Vasilevich!  GRES  /hydro-electric  power 
stations/?  and  two  schools  will  open  in  Minsk.  The  founda¬ 
tion  is  being  laid  for  21  boarding  schools  which  will  be  fully 
constructed  in  the  1960-1961  school  year0  16  school  buildings 
and  dormitories  to  serve  as  extension  of  existing  boarding^ 
schools  are  under  construction  now.  The  kolkhoz  imeni  Komin- 
tern  of  Mogilevskiy  Rayon  and  kolkhoz  imeni  Stalin  of  Pinskiy 
Rayon  are  building  boarding  schools  at  their  own  expense. 

In  the  future,  as  Comrade  N.S.  Khrushchev  emphasized 
during  the  21st  Party  Congress,  it  is  intended  to  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  educate  all  children  in  boarding  schools,  thus  help¬ 
ing  to  solve  the  problem  of  communist  upbringing  of  the  rising 
generation.  It  is  the  duty  of  state,  trade-union,  Komsomol, 
and  public  organizations  to  give  daily  assistance  to  boarding 
schools  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  main  tasks  put  before  them. 

The  reorganization  of  schools  of  general  education  re¬ 
quires  a. perfecting  of  the  organization  and  methods  of  training 
It  is  important  to  broaden  the  independent  work  of  schoolchil¬ 
dren  during  lessons,  and  to  secure  active  work  of  the  whole 
class  as  well  as  of  each  individual  pupil. 

It  is  necessary  to  improve  the  school’s  educational 
work.  Our  efforts  must  be  directed  towards  arming  the  youths 
with  communist  ideology  and  educating  them  in  the  spirit  of 
socialist  patriotism  and  internationalism  so  that,  in  work 
and  life,  they  will  be  guided  by  the  great  ideas  of  Marxism- 
Leninism,  and  will  be  brought  up  in  the  revolutionary  tradi¬ 
tions  of  our  party  and  people.  The  versatile  educational  and 
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training  work  with  fchildren  must  be  directed  towards  cultiva¬ 
ting  in  them  collectivism,  industriousness,  conscious  discip¬ 
line  ^  and  the  ability  to  overcome  difficulties  in  the  building 
of  a  new  life* 

In  our  time,  society  must  have  a  greater  part  in  the 
education  of  children,  and  parents,  trade-unions,  komsomol, 
an  other  organizations  must  be  more  widely  enrolled  in  the 
realization  of  this  most  important  aim0  The  work  of  parent’s 
committees,  of  enterprises,  kolkhozes,  sovkhozes,  and  public 
organizations  —  patrons  of  schools  —  must  be  enlivened* 

One  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  teachers,  parents,  and  all 
public  organizations  is  the  further  improvement  of  the  work 
of  cultivation  in  the  pupils  habits  of  civilized  behavior  in 
schools,  in  family  life,  and  in  public  places*  For  this  pur¬ 
pose,  it  is  necessary  to  improve  pedagogical  propaganda  among 
the  people,  and  raise  the  responsibility  of  parents  and  all 
other  adults  for  the  upbringing  of  children. 

In  a  century  of  rapid  development  of  science  and  tech¬ 
nology,  the  young  generation  must  be  provided  with  useful 
knowledge  from  earliest  childhood*  and  popular-science  and 
artistic  literature  must  have  a  great  part  in.it*  Our  writers, 
scientists,  engineers,  agronomists,  and  technicians  must  cre¬ 
ate  a  wealth  of  such  literature  for  children*  The  Soviet 
schools  must  secure  a  thorough  and  harmonious  development  of 
the  child’s  personality  and  his  abilities  and  creative  incli¬ 
nations  in  the  field  of  mathematics,  physics,  chemistry,  bio¬ 
logy,  and  .other  sciences.  It  is  necessary  to  practice,  on  a 
large  scale,  the  organization  of  school  groups,  studios,  and 
special  lecturing  bureaus;  to  create  societies  of  young  mathe¬ 
maticians,  physicists,  chemists,  lovers  of  nature  and  engi¬ 
neering,  and  to  reveal  and  carefully  cultivate  young  talents* 

The  reorganization  of  schools  brings  many  new  things 
into  the  work  of  komsomol  and  pioneer  organizations  and  broa¬ 
dens  the  content  of  their  activities*  It  is  necessary  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  educational  part  in  the  shaping  of  cummunist  ideo¬ 
logy  and  the  moral  mkfie-up  of  young  pupils,  and  in. the. deve¬ 
lopment  of  their  initiative  and  independence  of  action  in 
studies  and  labor* 

The  successful  realization  of  the  reorganization  of 
schools  of  general  education  depends,  first  of  all,  on  tea* 
chers,  on  their  theoretical  and  ideological  level  and  their 
pedagogical  skill*  It  is  necessary  to  provide  better  condi¬ 
tions  for  the  work  and  life  of  teachers;  -fc°^ improve _fckie .  . 
training  of  teachers’  cadres  in  pedagogicairanu  universities, 
as  well  as  to  organize  work  towards  the  raising  of  the  teacher 
qualifications;  to  introduce  them  systematically. to  the  latest 
achievements  of  science,  technology,  and  pedagogical  practice; 
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and,  in  every  possible  way,  to  develop  their  creative  initia¬ 
tive.  It  is  important  to  extend  the  part  of  the  scientific 
research  institute  of  pedagogy  and  method  institutions  in  the 
study  and  propagation  of  advanced  pedagogical  experiments, 
and  in  the  working  out  of  urgent  pedagogical  problems  brought 
forward  by  life  and  the  tasks  of  the  reorganization  of  schools. 

The  present  reform  of  popular  education  will  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  further  growth  of  school  networks  and  the  numoer 
of  pupils*  It  will  require  hard  work  and  expenditure  for  the 
expansion  and  strengthening  of  the  schools’  material  and  edu¬ 
cational  base,  and  the  elimination  of  the. many  shifts.  The 
solution  to  these  problems  must  be  gound  in  increased  state 
capital  investments,  as  well  as  in  the  initiative  of  kolkhozes 
in  the  construction  and  strengthening  of  the  material  basis  01 


schools*  ,  ,  , 

During  the  post-Tfirap  years  our  kolkhozes  constructed  a 

great  number  of  schools.  It  suffices  to  point  out  that  in 
19^8  alone,  676  schools,  with  a  capacity  of  55 9 1+00 were  built 
by  the  initiative  method.  For  the  year  1959  the  kolkhozes 
undertook  to  construct  about  800  school  buildings  by  way  of 
preparation  for  the  new  school  year.  Some. kolkhozes  construct 
school  buildings  according  to  standard  designs.  The 
nets"  kolkhoz  of  Gorodishchenskiy  Rayon  and . the  Budpnovets 
of  Pruzhanskiy  Rayon  have  constructed  buildings  with  a  capa¬ 
city  of  280.  Three  standard  school  buildings  have  been  con¬ 
structed  by  the  "Pamyati  Il’icha"  kolkhoz  of  Borisovskiy 
Rayon.  At  the  same  time,  many  economically  powerful  kolxhozes 
have,  so  far,  taken  no  part  in  the  solution  of  this  problem. 
For  example,  the  secondary  school  of  the  Rassvet  kolkhoz  of 
Kirovskiy  Rayon  works  in  two  shifts  and  has  no  facilities  for 
polytechnic  training.  The  task  consists  in  furthering,  by 
every  possible  means,  the  initiative  of  kolkhozes  and  coopera¬ 
tive  organizations  in  the  construction  of  schools,  boarding 
schools,  training  workshops,  and  school  dormitories*  „ 

The  problem  of  finding  jobs  for  the  youths  graduating 
from  eight-years  and  secondary  schools  becomes  one  of  utmost 
importance.  It  is  necessary  to  overcome  the  negligent  atti¬ 
tude  of  certain  of  our  business  executives  who  obstruct  this 
work,  and  to  break  the  resistance  of  bureaucracy  to  the  en¬ 
rollment  of  juveniles  in  productive  labor 0 

The  Gosplan,  together  with  ministries  and  departments, 
must  make  detailed  computations  of  annual  demands  for  worker  s 
cadres  in  various  branches  of  national  economy,  and  work  out 
a  perspective  plan  for  the  organization  of  labor  for  graduates 
of  eight-year  and  secondary  schools.  Enrollment  of  young ^peo¬ 
ple  in  productive  labor  and  the  finding  of  jobs  for  them  is 
a  problem  of  paramount  national  importance. 
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The  Soviet  school  of  general  education  has  entered  a 
new  stage  of  development*  Its  reorganization  will  be  of  the 
ereatest  importance  for  the  future  moral  and  mental  develop¬ 
ment  of  the1  Soviet  society;  it  will  give^the  school  a  greater 
part  in  the  life  of  Soviet  society  and,  in  an  even  higher  e- 
gree,  it  will  further  the  growth  of  our  motherland  s  power 
and  the  realization  of  grandiose  plans  of  communist  building* 
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